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Minnesotans Called to Focus on State’s Future 

Catholic Charities calls for political agenda that engages people, not campaigns   
 

 (MINNEAPOLIS – Aug. 13, 2008)  Minnesotans are being urged to use this election year to focus on the 

future, using political campaigns not just to debate candidates but to build an agenda for all Minnesotans.   

 “Our political agenda—food, shelter, dignity—isn’t just an election-year slogan,” said the Rev. John 

Estrem, CEO of Catholic Charities of St. Paul and Minneapolis. “It’s a call to action for all Minnesotans. It’s 

about people in every walk of life asking the question ‘What kind of state do we want to live in?’ Campaigns 

are the vehicles for setting public agendas. And our agenda is to move people out of poverty and uphold their 

innate dignity.”  

 The call to action was launched Wednesday at a news conference to unveil a billboard on I-94 in St. 

Paul with the slogan, “Our political agenda: food, shelter, dignity.” The campaign to engage Minnesotans in 

setting an agenda for the future is sponsored by Catholic Charities of St. Paul and Minneapolis. Estrem is 

scheduled to be joined at Wednesday’s news conference by St. Paul Mayor Chris Coleman and Minnesota 

Housing Commissioner Tim Marx.  

 Catholic Charities is a partner with Minnesota Housing Finance Agency (MHFA), the state agency 

headed by Marx, in several projects including the Heading Home Minnesota initiative to end long-term 

homelessness. Catholic Charities also partners with St. Paul and MHFA on other efforts, including St. Paul 

Residence, a supportive housing facility that opened in October 2007 and now provides 60 beds for long-term 

homeless people. 

 “The success of Heading Home Minnesota—the state’s multi-sector, public/private partnership to end 

homelessness—is tangible evidence that we can work together on a bipartisan basis to help some of our most 

vulnerable citizens improve their lives,” Marx said. “We need to finish the job on ending homelessness, and we 

also need to develop common ground on other complex social issues and get about solving them as well.” 



 
 
 
 

 The campaign should gain even more visibility with a banner repeating the “Our political agenda: food, 

shelter, dignity” slogan that will hang from the Dorothy Day Center. Dorothy Day is a shelter serving people 

living in poverty and/or experiencing homelessness located across from the Xcel Center where the Republican 

National Convention will meet in September.  

“This issue of food, shelter and dignity has nothing to do with political parties. It is about the 

communities where we live and the lives that we want,” Coleman said. “Without a home, children can’t receive 

a good education. Without good nutrition, the health of individuals and neighborhoods decline. Without dignity, 

we all pay higher costs in crime, abuse and other societal issues.” 

 Estrem said the call to Minnesotans to join in talking about the future was especially timely given the 

challenges—including natural disasters, economic turmoil and the catastrophic failure of the 35W bridge—the 

state has faced in the past year. But Minnesotans have responded by doing what they do best, says Estrem.  

 “We are investing in communities devastated by floods and tornadoes, we are adjusting our lifestyles as 

we face the new realities of energy and our economy and we are rebuilding the bridge in record time. That is the 

strength of Minnesota. We face adversity and grow stronger through our response,” says Estrem. “For many 

Minnesotans, though, the last year has added to their burdens. Tragically, we have seen a growing number of 

our fellow citizens losing their opportunity to live with dignity.” 

 Between calendar year 2005 and the end of calendar year 2007, the number of families seeking 

assistance at the Dorothy Day Center more than doubled. As of Dec. 31, 2005, 264 families sought assistance at 

Dorothy Day. At the end of 2007, 574 families sought assistance from the Dorothy Day Center. 

 In calendar year 2007, 562 people slept in two rooms reserved for families needing emergency shelter 

at Mary Hall, although the facility is not designed to house families. Mary Hall offers emergency, transitional 

and single-room-occupancy housing for single men and women.  

 Though final numbers for Fiscal Year 08 aren’t available, preliminary statistics indicate the number of 

visits to the Dorothy Day Center by all clients increased by 11.3 percent between Fiscal Year 07 and Fiscal 

Year 08. (Catholic Charities’ fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30.).  

 “This is not about Republicans, Democrats or Independents,” Estrem says, noting that the billboard and 

banner were placed before the start of the Democratic National Convention in Denver and the Republican 

National Convention in St. Paul.  

 “We ask all people—regardless of politics—to get involved this fall in talking about our future,” 

Estrem said. “The purpose of our campaign is to elevate discussion, not just to promote a candidate or party.” 

 Catholic Charities annually meets the needs of more than 40,000 people, regardless of faith. The 

agency’s 42 programs provide services ranging from prenatal care to in-home care for the elderly in 12 counties 



 
 
 
 

in and around the Twin Cities. Catholic Charities of St. Paul and Minneapolis is a member of Catholic Charities 

USA and was honored by the Charities Review Council for meeting the Council's strict accountability 

standards, demonstrating responsibility, integrity and transparency as a non-profit organization. Further 

information on that approval can be found at smartgivers.org. Catholic Charities of St. Paul and Minneapolis is 

fully accredited by the Council on Accreditation. More information on Catholic Charities of St. Paul and 

Minneapolis can be found at www.cctwincities.org. 
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Press conference information 

Who:   Fr. John Estrem, CEO of Catholic Charities of St. Paul and Minneapolis, Mayor Chris 

Coleman, Commissioner Tim Marx 

When:   10 a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 13 

Where:   Seventh Street East and Payne Avenue (where Payne Avenue ends at Seventh Street). On the 

south side of Seventh Street, you will find the entrance to the Bruce Vento Regional 

Park/Trails. (The entrance is located just to the east of the Downtowner Car Wash on Seventh 

Street.) The press conference will take place on the trails under the billboard. (Note: It’s a 

decent grade incline down to the press conference location.)  

 

In case of inclement weather, the press conference will be held at the Dorothy Day Center, 183 

Old Sixth Street, St. Paul, MN. Any change in location will be sent to you by 8 a.m. 

Wednesday, Aug.13, 2008.  

 

NOTE:  If the press conference is held in the DDC, no photography (still or video) may be shot of 

clients or on the property without expressed permission of Catholic Charities communications 

staff. Photography may only be shot where the press conference will be held.  

 

Catholic Charities policy requires any nonclient guests to any of its programs and sites obtain 

permission from the communications office before entering the facility/program. Program staff 

aren’t authorized to grant that permission. If you would like to take photography at or interview 

clients from one of our sites/programs, please contact the communications office. 

 


